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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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1. K This communication is responsive to After Final Amendment filed 1 0/27/2006 . 

2. 03 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-26 . 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 1-26 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Re claim 1 , the prior art fails to teach or suggest, "A device and for forming an 
image of a subject, the device comprising: (a) a focusing lens having an optical axis, 
with the focusing lens being movable along the optical axis for focusing an image of the 
subject at an imaging position; (b) a motor connected to the focusing lens, operable for 
causing the focusing lens to move along the optical axis; (c) an image sensor having a 
sensing surface located at the imaging position, which produces electronic information 
in accordance with images on the sensing surface; and (d) a central processing unit 
electronically connected to the image sensor and receiving electronic information form 
the image sensor, and electronically connected to and controlling the motor, the central 
processing unit having a memory and program logic, in which the program logic in 
accordance with predetermined conditions stored in the memory, the predetermined 
conditions having been set in advance, determines a start poring of a search of one of 
two directions of search from the start point for an in-focus position of an image of the 
subject on the imaging position, and control operation of the motor to move the focusing 
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lens to the start point, and to move the focusing lens from the start point in the 
determined direction of search until an in-focus position is reached based on analyzing 
electronic information received from the image sensor, wherein the predetermined 
conditions are photographic modes including at least a close-up mode, a 
landscape mode and a night scene mode". 

Re claim 8, the prior art fails to teach or suggest, "A focusing method for use in 
an imaging device for focusing an image of a subject at an imaging position using a 
focusing lens movable along an optical axis, the method comprising the steps of: (a) 
determining, in accordance with predetermined conditions, the predetermined 
conditions having been set in advance, a start point from which to move the focusing 
lens along the optical axis in searching for an in-focus position and one of two directions 
of search from the start point; (b) positioning the focusing lens at the start point; and; (c) 
moving the focusing lens along the optical axis from the start point in the determined 
direction of search, searching for an in-focus position, wherein the predetermined 
conditions are photographic modes including at least a close-up mode, a 
landscape mode and a night scene mode". 

Re claim 15, the prior art fails to teach or suggest, "A computer program product 
for using in focusing an image of a subject at an imaging position in an imaging device 
having a computer, wherein the computer controls movement of a focusing lens along 
an optical axis, the product comprising a recording medium having recorded thereon 
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electronically readable information which, when used to program the computer, causes 
the computer to: (a) determine, in accordance with predetermined conditions, the 
predetermined conditions having been set in advance, a start point from which to move 
the focusing lens along the optical axis in searching for an in-focus position and one of 
two directions of search from the start point; (b) position the focusing lens at the start 
point; and; (c) move the focusing lens along the optical axis from the start point in the 
determined direction of search, searching for an in-focus position, wherein the 
predetermined conditions are photographic modes including at least a close-up 
mode, a landscape mode and a night scene mode". 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Contacts 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kelly L. Jerabek whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7312. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:00 AM - 5:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on (571) 272-7304. The fax phone 
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number for submitting all Official communications is (703) 872-9306. The fax phone 
number for submitting informal communications such as drafts, proposed amendments, 
etc., may be faxed directly to the Examiner at (571) 273-7312. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



KLJ 
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